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SUBJECT: MINOR FRENCH NUCLEAR ACCIDENTS 
REF: STATE 54464 

1. THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTIONS OF TWO ACCIDENTAL 
SPILLS OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL RESPONDS TO REFTEL AND IS 
BASED ON OFFICIAL GOF RELEASES. 

2. TRAIN ACCIDENT: ON DECEMBER 3 AT 0700. A RAIL- 
ROAD CAR CARRYING NATURAL URANIUM CONCENTRATE FROM 
THE TREATMENT PLANT AT BESSINES RECEIVED A HEAVY 
SHOCK WHILE IN THE STATION AT NARBONNE. A CONTAINER 
WAS DAMAGED. SUBSEQUENTLY, A SMALL PART OF ITS 
CONTENTS, ABOUT 50 KG OF URANIUM CONCENTRATE, FELL 

ON THE TRACKS OF THE SPURLINE LINKING THE STATION 
TO THE PLANT AT MALVESY. THE USUAL CIVIL PROTECTION 
SERVICES ASSISTED BY A SPECIALIZED TEAM FROM THE 
NUCLEAR CENTER AT MARCOULE RECOVERED ALL THE SPILLED 
NUCLEAR MATERIAL. 

3. TRUCK ACCIDENT: ON FEB 12, 1975, AROUND 7 A.M., 

A TRUCK CARRYING CONTAINERS OF SODIUM URANATE HAD TO 
BRAKE SUDDENLY AND TWO CONTAINERS WERE PROJECTED 
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SPILLED ON THE ROAD, ROUTE NATION ATE 1 13, BETWEEN 
PEZENAS AND BEZIERS. SPECIALIZED TEAMS FROM THE 
NUCLEAR CENTERS AT MARCOULE AND MALVESARRIVED SI- 
MULTANEOUSLY TO REMOVE THE URANATE AND CLEAN THE ROAD 
SURFACE. THE CENTRAL SERVICE FOR PROTECTION AGAINST 
IONIZING RADIATION OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH ALSO SENT 
A REPRESENTATIVE. AT HIS REQUEST, 400 SQUARE METERS 
OF ROAD SURFACE WAS TAKEN UP DURING THE NIGHT OF 
FEB 12, AND THE DEBRIS TRANSPORTED TO THE NUCLEAR 
PLANT AT MALVESI. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE ROAD 
WAS RESURFACED AND CIRCULATION RESTORED BY THE AF- 
TERNOON OF FEB 13. NO TRACE OF RADIOACTIVITY 
REMAINED. 
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